Madame, Sir,

On the 14 February the first reading vote of the European Parliament will take place on the « Proposal for a Directive on services in the internal market », better known under the name of the « Bolkestein Directive ».
In view of the fact that there is no move to align social rights in different European countries upwards, the draft of this Directive proposed by the Commission on the 13 January 2004, constitutes a real threat to the social rights which are the foundation of the European social model. 
The most worrying elements of this text are the following :  its extremely wide scope (which risks opening up for competition a large number of public services like health, education, social housing, social services), the country of origin principle (which is likely to lead to social dumping and delocalisation to countries where the social charges are lower), the calling into question of Member States’ power and responsibility by abolishing a number of regulations (which could for example prevent the implementation of the “Posting” Directive), the strengthening of the power of the Commission (leading to the suppression of certain regulations at national and international level in the context of the GATS negotiation).
The amendments that were made by the Internal Market and Consumer Protection committee on 21 December 2005 have not fundamentally changed the threat  represented by this text, which remains to me as a citizen as unacceptable as the original proposal. I therefore ask you, as the representative of citizens and the defender of their interests, to simply vote against this Directive. 
In addition, I request that you do your utmost to ensure that your political group in its entirety supports this position. 
We will be monitoring the voting lists with interest. 
I very much hope that my next letter, after the vote, will be to congratulate you on your position. 
Yours faithfully, 
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